Title: Weather Informational Texts Choice Board

Grade: 5th Grade

Content: Reading- informational Text

Duration: Five Days

Standard:
● RI.5.5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution)
Objective:
Students will complete 5 activities from the choice board to respond to informational text.
Materials:
● Weather reading passages (see below or use link)
○ Tornado Scientists
https://www.readworks.org/article/Tornado-Scientists/b09416cd-804c-4614-bca0-df28e3381a75#!ar
ticleTab:content/
○ When Lightning Strikes
https://www.readworks.org/article/When-Lightning-Strikes/dc6d4aa2-77e5-47bf-90fc-981be9f7e135
#!articleTab:content/
● Text structure reference sheet (below) or online
○ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eCcYjdcXhdasMezkuvFTWLKdXzJmitsp/view?usp=sharing
● Pencil (highlighters, paper optional)
Introduction Description:
Students will read two informational texts and complete five activities from the choice board.
Steps:
● Each day choose one activity to do from the choice board for five days.
Adaptations (optional):
Students could
● Read/listen to text (use links above).
● Read aloud to/with someone else
● Have fewer choices.
● Take more than one day to complete each task.
● Find their own tornado and thunderstorm passages.
● Create their own choice board task.
Finished Product:
● Five Choice Board Tasks

from ReadWorks.com

Tornadoes and Thunderstorms Choice Board
Choose 5 Activities from the Board. You may do one each day.
Create a Venn Diagram or other
graphic organizer that shows how
tornadoes and thunderstorms are
alike (compare) and different
(contrast).

Make a list of causes and effects
that you find in the articles. Try to
find 2-3 in each article.

Options:
● Record yourself explaining
this.
● Create a poster.
● Take a picture of your
creation and share.
● Create a slideshow or other
digital presentation.

Options:
● Highlight them in different
colors if you have a paper
copy.
● Write a list on paper.
● Record yourself explaining
what you found.
● Think of your own causes
and effects after you read
both articles.

Think of 2-3 problems each kind
of storm could cause. Think of a
solution for each problem. Draw a
picture or write to explain your
thinking.

Find somewhere in your home
where your family could go for
shelter during a severe storm.
Draw, take photos, make a list of
and explain why it’s a safe place.

Options:
● Make a poster.
● Draw on paper.
● Record yourself explaining. .
● Take and share a picture of
what you create if you can.

Options:
● Take pictures and explain.
● Write about it on paper.
● Create a poster or other
presentation.

Watch or listen to the weather on
tv, radio, or online. What kinds of
information do they give to
viewers?

After you read both passages,
make a list of 3 questions you
have about tornadoes and
thunderstorms.

Options:
● Make a poster.
● Draw on paper.
● Record yourself explaining. .
● Take and share a picture of
what you create if you can.

Options:
● Make a poster.
● Draw on paper.
● Record yourself explaining. .
● Take and share a picture of
what you create if you can.

Find and share 1-2 examples of
sequence in both passages.
Options:
● Write them down on paper.
● Create a poster.
● Make your own graphic
organizer.
● Write a poem or song.
● Record yourself explaining
them.
● Take a picture of your work
and share it.
Create an emergency plan for
your family for severe weather
that you could put up somewhere
in your home.
Make a list of what you would
need to do and what kinds of
things you might need.
Options:
● Make a list.
● Create a drawing or poster.
● Record yourself talking about
it with your family.
Find 5 or more words from each
passage that are new or that you
think are important for
understanding the passage. Use
context clues to figure out what
you think each word means.
Options:
● Write on paper.
● Create a graphic organizer.
● Record yourself explaining.
● Highlight and write on the
article if you have a paper
copy.

