Title: This Year in History!

Grade: Grades 6th-8th

Content: English Language Arts/Social Studies/
Social Emotional

Duration: Three sessions of 30-45 minutes

Standard:
●

W.7.2: Write informative text to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

●

W.7.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

●

HGSS: Societies experience continuity and change over time.

Objective:
Students will compare the events, prices, trends, etc. of the year they were born to the current
year, understanding that today is actually history in the making.
Resources Needed:
● Paper, markers, colored pencils, etc. OR computer
● Examples below
Introduction/Description:
This BACK IN THE DAY poster (made to look like a newspaper) is filled with fun facts of what
happened in the year you were born. It’s always fun to look back at what happened in the past,
especially years that hold meaning to you.
Now that you are in middle school, wouldn’t it be fun to make one containing what life is like now?
It will be a keepsake you can keep and look back on in 10-13 years from now.
You will be creating a “History in the Making” page: a poster of the events of 2020 so far. You
have creative freedom in this project. Make it meaningful and something you will like to look back
on in the future.
Steps:
●

Brainstorm a list of topics you want to include on your 2020 newspaper poster. What’s
important to you? What’s important in the world?

●

Do research to get the information for the topics you’ve decided to include.

●

Create your poster, making it look like a newspaper page similar to the examples below.
(It can be computer-generated or hand-drawn.)

●

Be creative with your design. This will be a treasure for your future.

●

Add small graphics, other design elements (like borders or fonts), and color, if you choose.

Finished Product:
Share your poster with your teacher and/or peers as directed.
Adaptations:
● You could make it look like a vintage newspaper. Get crafty.
● Interview an adult, finding out what they’d put on their poster from their birth year. Research
to complete the project. This would make a great family project, helping everyone get to
know each other as well as know more about history.
Examples:

