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Standards:  

● RI.7-8.13: Read and comprehend high quality informational text of appropriate 
quantitative and qualitative complexity for Grade 6. 

● HGSS:  
○ Choices have consequences.  
○ Individuals have rights and responsibilities.  
○ Societies experience continuity and change over time.  
○ Relationships between people, place, idea, and environments are dynamic. 

Objective: Students will understand how pandemics have affected human populations 
throughout history, from the Black Death, to the flu, to modern examples such as ebola and 
coronavirus.  

Resources: Two of the nine articles from this link:  Newsela Social Studies: Pandemics  
(All 9 articles can also be found at the end of this document.) 

Introduction/Description:   
This is a sample Instructional Set from a collection on Newsela Social Studies. This 
collection, called History Comes to Life, brings together primary sources in history with current 
events, to allow students to make connections across time and place. 
 
Pandemics arise when infectious diseases spread across large territories, such as multiple 
countries or even worldwide.  
 
Pandemics differ in their impact depending on how deadly the disease in question is as well 
as how equipped the affected populations are to respond.  
 
These nine texts, organized chronologically, cover various pandemics that have affected 
human populations throughout history, from the Black Death, to the flu, to modern examples 
such as ebola and coronavirus.  
 
You will have the opportunity to compare how diseases spread and how leaders and societies 
responded to them, and you'll consider who bears the greatest responsibility for addressing 
pandemics. 

https://newsela.com/text-sets/#/featured
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000190470
https://newsela.com/subject/social-studies/2000002787


Activities and Steps: Choose to do either the Flowcharts or the Compare/Contrast activity. 
 

●  Flowcharts:  

○ Choose a minimum of two articles in this set of nine articles: one historical 
and one more current.  

○ Read the two articles you chose, and complete one flowchart graphic 
organizer for each, tracing how each pandemic spread. 

○ Write two well-written paragraphs, one to answer each of these two 
questions:  Did the pandemics spread the same way? Did countries respond in 
similar ways? 

● Compare/Contrast:  

○ Choose one current pandemic article and one historical pandemic article. 

○ Complete a Venn diagram, noting similarities in the intersecting center and 
noting differences in the outer parts. 

○ Write three paragraphs, explaining the similarities and differences you found 
in the sources in regards to 1.) how the diseases spread, 2.) how people 
responded to them, and 3.) how they impacted society.  

Finished Product:  Share your project/projects with your teacher and/or peers as directed.  

Adaptations:   

● Assign student groups to read different articles, having them meet using your choice 
of platform (Google Hangouts, SeeSaw, Zoom, etc.). Have the groups prepare 
questions to spur a class discussion at a later, set date. (Meets speaking listening 
standard #1.) 

● Use this activity as a precursor for the Infographic assignment where students would 
take what they’ve learned and use it in making an infographic to educate people 
today. 





 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Use this Venn if you choose “Compare and Contrast.” 
 



 





 
 
 
 



 






