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Standards:

e RI.7-8.13: Read and comprehend high quality informational text of appropriate
quantitative and qualitative complexity for Grade 6.

e HGSS:
o Choices have consequences.
Individuals have rights and responsibilities.
Societies experience continuity and change over time.
Relationships between people, place, idea, and environments are dynamic.
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Objective: Students will understand how pandemics have affected human populations
throughout history, from the Black Death, to the flu, to modern examples such as ebola and
coronavirus.

Resources: Two of the nine articles from this link: Newsela Social Studies: Pandemics
(All 9 articles can also be found at the end of this document.)

Introduction/Description:

This is a sample Instructional Set from a collection on Newsela Social Studies. This
collection, called History Comes to Life, brings together primary sources in history with current
events, to allow students to make connections across time and place.

Pandemics arise when infectious diseases spread across large territories, such as multiple
countries or even worldwide.

Pandemics differ in their impact depending on how deadly the disease in question is as well
as how equipped the affected populations are to respond.

These nine texts, organized chronologically, cover various pandemics that have affected
human populations throughout history, from the Black Death, to the flu, to modern examples
such as ebola and coronavirus.

You will have the opportunity to compare how diseases spread and how leaders and societies
responded to them, and you'll consider who bears the greatest responsibility for addressing
pandemics.



https://newsela.com/text-sets/#/featured
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000190470
https://newsela.com/subject/social-studies/2000002787

Activities and Steps: Choose to do either the Flowcharts or the Compare/Contrast activity.

e Flowcharts:

o Choose a minimum of two articles in this set of nine articles: one historical
and one more current.

o Read the two articles you chose, and complete one flowchart graphic
organizer for each, tracing how each pandemic spread.

o Write two well-written paragraphs, one to answer each of these two
questions: Did the pandemics spread the same way? Did countries respond in
similar ways?

e Compare/Contrast:
o Choose one current pandemic article and one historical pandemic article.

o Complete a Venn diagram, noting similarities in the intersecting center and
noting differences in the outer parts.

o Write three paragraphs, explaining the similarities and differences you found
in the sources in regards to 1.) how the diseases spread, 2.) how people
responded to them, and 3.) how they impacted society.

Finished Product: Share your project/projects with your teacher and/or peers as directed.

Adaptations:

e Assign student groups to read different articles, having them meet using your choice
of platform (Google Hangouts, SeeSaw, Zoom, etc.). Have the groups prepare
questions to spur a class discussion at a later, set date. (Meets speaking listening
standard #1.)

e Use this activity as a precursor for the Infographic assignment where students would
take what they’ve learned and use it in making an infographic to educate people
today.










Compare and Contrast

Dt

Use this Venn if you choose “Compare and Contrast.”
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Primary Sources: The Black Death, 1348

By Henry Knighton, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.30.17
Word Count 975
Level 1040L

A miniature from a 14th century Belgium manuscript showing people burying the dead from the Black Death in Tournai, Belgium.

The Black Death was one of the worst plagues that spread death to many countries. From 75
million to 200 million people in Eurasia and Europe died in the years between 1346 and 1353.
The Black Death is thought to have come from rats and started in the plains of Central Asia. It
moved west along the Silk Road, maybe with Mongol troops, reaching Eastern Europe by 1343.
Cargo ships bringing riches from the east also brought rats that had a bacteria, Yersina Pestis,
in their blood. Fleas on the rats bit them and drank the blood filled with Yersinia Pestis. Fleas
then jumped onto humans and bit them. The Yersinia Pestis began killing humans by attacking
the lungs and turning them to liquid. A cough spread the bacteria to other humans. The bacteria
could also stop the blood from clotting, causing victims to bleed to death. Touching the blood or
body of a sick person also spread the Black Death, which got its name because many vietims
were covered with black boils. There were at least two kinds of plague: pnuemonic (lung) plague
or bubonic (clotting) plague.

The Black Death arrived in Europe by sea in October 1347, when 12 trading ships docked in Sicily
dfter a long journey through the Black Sea. Most of the sailors were dead and those that were
still alive were very sick. The "death ships" were ordered out of the harbor, but it was too late,




and thousands in Sicily died. The expelled ships brought the disease to other ports in Italy and
France. Over the next five years, the Black Death would kill almost half of the population of
Europe, or 25 million people.

Henry Knighton, an Augustinian priest at St. Mary's of Leicester in England, wrote several
books about the history of England. This piece is about the Black Death.

“48 Million People Died Suddenly”

In 1348 and 1349, many millions of people died throughout the world. It began first in India and
moved west to Tarsus, Turkey, killing Muslims first and then Christians and Jews. The office of the
pope believed that 48 million people died suddenly in those distant countries of Asia in the space
of one year, from Easter to Easter. This did not include the death of Christians. When the king of
Tarsus, a Muslim, saw this sudden loss of life among his people, he and his nobles set out to travel
to the pope at Avignon, France. They wanted to become Christian and be baptized by the pope.
The king believed that his people were being punished because they had not accepted Jesus Christ
as the son of God. However, when he had completed 20 days of his journey, he heard that the fatal
plague had killed many Christians, too. So they turned back to return to Tarsus. But Christians,
who had been following the king and his people, attacked. They killed 1,312 people in Avignon the

first day and 400 more on the second. i ettty
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Then this most terrible plague came to the coast of it
e g hy o e

England. It went through Southampton and came to
Bristol. The cruel death took just two days to spread
and almost the whole town was wiped out.

“The Scots Heard That The Plague Was Killing Their
Enemy"

In the same year, a deadly sickness killed sheep
throughout the country. In one place more than 5,000
sheep died in a single pasture. Their bodies were so
decayed that no animal or bird would touch them.
Because there was the fear of death, animals were sold
at a low price. Sheep and cattle roamed through the
fields eating the corn and no one stopped them.

The Scots heard that the plague was killing their

enemy, the English. They felt God was punishing England. So they gathered in the forest of
Selkirk, near the border, planning to invade England. However, the monstrous plague suddenly
came upon them and within a short space of time around 5,000 died. They retreated to Scotland,
but the English attacked and killed many of them.

“All Parties Feared The Spread Of The Plague"

At that time there were not enough priests in churches for masses, services, prayers for dying, or
funerals. The plague moved through Dorset seaport, on to Devon, Somerset and up to Bristol. So
the people of Gloucester stopped people escaping from Bristol. They feared the breath of those
who had lived among the dying would spread the sickness. But in the end Gloucester, and then
Oxford and London too, and finally the whole of England were so violently attacked that almost go




percent of both men and women died. Cases in the courts of the king came to a stop, for all parties
feared the spread of the plague. When the churchyards were not large enough to bury the dead,
fields were used for the burials of the dead.

Hardly anyone dared to have anything to do with the sick. They fled from the things left by the
dead, which had once been precious but were now poisonous to health. People who one day had
been full of happiness on the next were found dead. Victims had little black boils scattered over
their whole body. Of these people very few, indeed hardly any, recovered life and health. The
plague, which began in Bristol on the feast of the Assumption of the Virgin [15 August] and in
London around Michaelmas [29 September], raged for more than a year in England and
completely emptied many villages.

In the following year it laid waste to the Welsh and English in Wales, and then it moved to Ireland,
where the English residents were cut down in great numbers. But the native Irish living in the
mountains and uplands were scarcely touched until 1357, when it took them unawares and killed
them, too.
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The 1918 flu pandemic that killed millions

By History.com, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.18.17
Word Count 908
Level 1020L

Image 1. American Red Cross nurses tend to flu patients in temporary wards in Oakland, Cafifornia, 1918. Photo by: Edward A. "Doc”
Rogers. From the Joseph R. Knowland collection at the Oakland History Room, Oakland Public Library

The influenza or flu pandemic of 1918 to 1919 was the deadliest in modern history. It infected an
estimated 500 million people worldwide — about one-third of the planet's population at the time.
It killed an estimated 20 million to 50 million victims. More than 25 percent of the U.S. population
became sick, and some 675,000 died.

The 1918 flu was first observed in Europe, the United States, and parts of Asia before swiftly
spreading around the world. Surprisingly, many victims were young, otherwise healthy adults. At
the time, there were no effective drugs or vaccines to treat this killer flu strain or prevent its
spread. [n the U.S., citizens were ordered to wear masks. Schools, theaters and other public places
were closed. Researchers later discovered what made the 1918 pandemic so deadly: The influenza
virus invaded victims' lungs and caused pneumonia.

Flu facts

The flu is a virus that attacks the respiratory system. The primary organs of the respiratory system
are the lungs. The virus is highly contagious. When an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks,




respiratory droplets are generated and transmitted into the air. Someone nearby who inhales these
droplets can become infected. Even a person who touches something with the virus on it and then
touches his or her mouth, eyes, or nose can become infected.

Flu outbreaks happen every year. How severe they are depend in part on the type of flu virus
spreading. Usually about 200,000 Americans a year are hospitalized for flu-related complications.
These include pneumonia, ear and sinus infections, and bronchitis. Over the last three decades,
between 3,000 and 49,000 people a year have died because of the flu. Some people face a higher
risk of getting sick, including young children, people over age 65, and pregnant women, as well as
people with certain medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, or heart disease. A flu pandemic,
such as the one in 1918, occurs when an especially powerful new influenza strain appears and
spreads to many people across a wide geographic area.

The flu strikes far and wide

The first wave of the 1918 pandemic occurred in the spring and was generally mild. The sick, who
experienced typical symptoms as chills, fever, and fatigue, usually recovered after several days.
Not many died. However, a second, highly contagious wave of influenza appeared in the fall of that
same year. Victims died within hours or days of their symptoms appearing. Their skin turned blue
and their lungs filled with fluid, causing them to suffocate.

It's unknown exactly where the 1918 flu virus came from. It became known as the "Spanish Flu"
because Spain was one of the earliest countries to be hit hard by the disease.

One unusual aspect of the 1918 flu was that it affected so many young men and women who were
otherwise healthy. This is a group that is not usually affected by the flu. In fact, according to
journalist Gina Kolata, more U.S. soldiers died from the 1918 flu than died in battle during World
War I (1914-1918).

Although the death toll of the 1918 flu is estimated at 20 million to 50 million victims worldwide,
other estimates run as high as 100 million. The exact numbers are impossible to know due to a
lack of medical record-keeping in many places.

Fighting the flu

When the 1918 flu hit, doctors and scientists didn't know what caused it or how to treat it. Unlike
today, they had no effective vaccines or antiviral drugs.

World War I had left parts of America with fewer doctors and nurses than in the past. Many of
them came down with the flu themselves. In some areas, hospitals were so crowded with flu
patients that schools and private homes had to be converted into makeshift hospitals, staffed by
medical students.

Officials in some communities quarantined the sick. They ordered citizens to wear masks and even
banned spitting. They shut down public places, including schools, churches and theaters. People
were advised to avoid shaking hands and to stay indoors.

The flu takes a heavy toll on society

The flu pandemic wiped out entire families.







