Title: Connect the Dots

Grade: 7th-8th Grades

Content: English Language Arts

Duration: 30 minutes

Standard:
● RI 7-8.13: Read and comprehend high quality informational text of appropriate
quantitative and qualitative complexity.
● W 7-8.7: Generate additional related, focused questions for discussion.
Objective: Develop a concept map which “connects the dots” between what you are learning
and how it’s relevant to your life.
Resources Needed:
● Herd Behavior article and/or Video Segment (3-5 minutes)
● blank paper, pen, or pencil
Introduction/Description:
In order for new information to make its way into long-term memory, we must be able to
answer two important questions: “Does this make sense?” and “Does this have meaning?”
There’s a higher probability we will remember something if it is relevant to our lives, so
connecting new learning to something already learned will help understand and retain.
Today you are going to apply this principle using a strategy called “Connecting the Dots.”
Let’s take a look at the example below.
Ginny watches a short video about renewable energy. She begins her activity by putting the
title above a large dot in the middle. In the upper left-hand corner, she puts her name and a
small dot. The idea is to find if/how renewable energy is relevant to her by making and
connecting dots as she
watches the video.
Every few moments, she pauses
the video and adds a piece of
new information she learns about
renewable energy, placing
a new dot with a sketch or some
words: a practice which will help
her remember the new
information. She connects any
dots that she feels go together.
Look, she isn’t finished, but she’s
already found one connection to
herself. She’ll never again forget
to think about wind when she
hears talk of renewable energy!
Steps:

●

You will read the article below entitled “Herd Behavior” and/or view the video link
(above in blue type).

●

Place a large dot in the center of your paper and write the topic just above the dot.

●

Place a dot at the top of the page and write your name next to it.

●

Read the article or play the video, pausing often when you hear something worth
noting.

●

Each time you pause, add a dot along with a note or sketch of what you want to
remember.

●

Every time you add a new dot, determine if it relates to any other dots; if so,
connect the dots! (It makes note taking fun!) Think, especially, how the new
information relates to YOU!

●

Repeat this process throughout the duration of the video or reading.

●

This activity helps you make sense of what you read by making connections:
connections in the text and connections to your life. I like it!

●

On an empty section of your paper, write 2-3 questions you could ask classmates in
a class discussion on herd behavior..

Finished Product: Paper with dot-to-dot notes and a 2-3 sentence response.
Adaptations:
●

Share your project with your teacher and/or peers as directed.

●

Teachers, this is a great article for students to discuss. Have a Zoom meeting!

●

Students, compare your concept map with others’, analyzing similarities and
differences. Learn from each other!

See article below.

End assignment.

